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Upcoming Events 

           The fall meeting was held 
on October 7 at Alberton Grade 
School cafeteria. It was a decent 
turnout for District 5 with half 
of the Posts represented. Five 
members represented Post 135. 
Alberton Post 131 was con-
gratulated on an outstanding job 
of hosting this event.  
           The Department Officers 
gave great presentations on 
what’s coming up in 2008. The 
State Service Officer will be re-
tiring July 1, 2008. Luckily 
there is a new person currently 
being trained to take on those 
duties.  
           Two Resolutions were 
passed involving Membership 
and White Fatality Markers.  
           The Army has a program 
called Freedom Team Salute. 
They are recognizing all Army 

(Continued on page 3) 

Chief Joseph Post  

Officers 

Commander            

Jim Windbigler        529-6322  
First Vice Commander 

Jim Hollandsworth 273-6715 
Second Vice Commander 

Bob Schied        721-9937 
Adjutant 

Ryan McMillon        273-0845 

Service Officer 

Frank Rackley         273-2259 

Service Officer 

Larry Hanson          273-7194 

Sergeant at Arms 

Jim Michaelson       546-1658 

Chaplain 

Don Oberg              273-0772 

Debbie Hancock, Membership 
Chairman, reports that on 21 No-
vember, Post membership was at 
71.30%.  We need 80% by De-
cember 12. 

American Legion Auxiliary 
We think that we have the last few 
ladies to make up  Unit 135 of the 
American Legion Auxiliary.  This is 
an important part of our Legion 
Family.  Each year the Auxiliary 
raises money for various charities 
and supports the posts in their op-
eration and projects.  They also 
sponsor American Legion Auxiliary 
Girls’ State.  Contact Judy Palmer at 
273-0077 for more information and 
applications. 

Sons of the American 
Legion 

It is dues time for the Sons of 
the American Legion Squad-
ron 135.  While we had an 
excuse of no cards, that has 
been rectified.  Now we are 
behind in numbers.   If you 
have not yet paid your 2008 
dues yet, contact Ted Riebe 
at 273-4677  For information, 
call Ted, Roger Hancock, 
493-6187 or Ron Hansell, 
370-8039.  

Membership Chairman 
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Retirement 
Deborah Hancock, Post 135 

Membership Chair and Department 
Membership Chair, retired from the 
Navy after 30 years of active and re-
serve times combined. She started 
her career at Navy Basic Training in 
Orlando, Florida in 1974. Corpsman 
School was next at Great Lakes, IL. 
then traveling to Long Beach, CA for 
her last active duty station which 
ended January 1978.  

She thought her military ca-

reer was over, but she felt something 
was missing so she decided to join the 
Navy Reserves. That step changed her 
life. After moving back home to Mon-
tana, she was assigned to a reserve 
unit that did their two week training 
duty at Bremerton, WA. There she 
met Roger, currently the District 5 
Commander.  

Shortly after their marriage, 
Roger and Deborah moved to the 
Tidewater Area in VA. During that 
period Roger was able to keep the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Chief Joseph Post tries to sponsor any 
Active Duty members.  To encourage 
this, the post waives its portion of the 
dues.  Therefore, you can sponsor an 
active duty member for $24.50.  Some 
of our members sponsor more than 
one.  Contact Deborah Hancock for 
information, 493-6187. 

held a celebration of food and feast-
ing in the fall of 1621. Indian chiefs 
Massassoit, Squanto and Samoset 
joined in the celebration with ninety 
of their men in the three-day event. 
The first recorded Thanksgiving ob-
servance was held on June 29, 1671 
at Charlestown, Massachusetts by 
proclamation of the town's governing 
council.                                      
During the 1700s, it was common 
practice for individual colonies to ob-
serve days of thanksgiving throughout 
each year. A Thanksgiving Day two 
hundred years ago was a day set 
aside for prayer and fasting, not a day 
marked by plentiful food and drink as 
is today's custom. Later in the 18th 
century each of the states periodically 
would designate a day of thanksgiving 
in honor of a military victory, an 
adoption of a state constitution or an 
exceptionally bountiful crop.         
Such a Thanksgiving Day celebration 
was held in December of 1777 by the 
colonies nationwide, commemorating 

How do you remember your 
Thanksgiving in the military?  Here 
is a glimpse of how Thanksgiving 
started.                                   
The historic proclamation was is-
sued by George Washington during 
his first year as President. It set 
aside Thursday, November 26 as "A 
Day of Publick Thanksgiving and 
Prayer."                                 
Signed by Washington on October 
3, 1789 and entitled "General 
Thanksgiving," the decree ap-
pointed the day "to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the many and signal favors of Al-
mighty God."                          
While there were Thanksgiving ob-
servances in America both before 
and after Washington's proclama-
tion, it represented the first to be 
so designated by the new national 
government.                              
After their first harvest, the colo-
nists of the Plymouth Plantation 

the surrender of British General Bur-
goyne at Saratoga.                    

Later, on October 3, 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln issued a proclama-
tion calling for the observance of the 
fourth Tuesday of November as a na-
tional holiday.                                
In 1939, President Franklin D. Roose-
velt moved the holiday to the third 
Thursday of November (to extend the 
Christmas shopping season and boost 
the economy). After a storm of pro-
test, Roosevelt changed the holiday 
again in 1941 to the fourth Thursday 
in November, where it stands today.  
I wonder how our brothers and sis-
ters will remember their Thanksgiv-
ing—twenty, thirty, forty, maybe even 
fifty years from now.  Pray that their 
Thanksgiving and Christmas this year 
bring them great joy!  The Bible says 
‘No greater gift can a person give 
than to lay down their life for an-
other.’  This Thanksgiving I give 
thanks to God my Savior for those 
who gave it all and those willing to 
give it all!  Airborne all the way.   Don 

From the Adjutant’s Desk 

rial Garden located NE of Tower St and 
North Ave, across from Big Sky High 
School, Vets of our area will have a rest-
ing place closer to Family and Friends. 
Many thanks go to Charlie Crookshank 
and others who worked with the DNRC, 
U.S. Forest Service, Congress and Senate 
to make this a reality.  

Chief Joseph Post has 
a WEBSITE! 

Starting this month, the Smoke 
Signals Newsletter can be found 
on the Website! 
The location of the site is: 

www.chiefjosephpost.org  
 

Your editor will be serving as 
webmaster for the present. 

The Chaplain’s Corner  

Montana, with the help of a dedicated 
group of Veterans, now has another 
Veterans Cemetery located here in Mis-
soula, Montana. On Veterans Day 2007 
we had the Ground Breaking Ceremony 
with about 400 people present. It was a 
great sign for our Vets of Western 
Montana. With this new 24 acre Memo-
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Fall Conference Report 
The Annual Fall Conference is the meeting of the Department Executive Committee.  This is where the 
business of the American Legion of Montana is conducted between the conventions.  This meeting is 
typically held at Fort Harrison and the Jorgenson Inn in Helena.   
This year there were several items to come before the committee.  One of the highlights of the meeting 
was the kick-off of the Department of Montana recognition of all Army veterans.  The U.S. Army has de-
veloped a program called Freedom Team Salute.  It recognizes Army Veterans with a letter, a certificate 
and a pin.  There were about 40 of these recognitions conducted as part of the kick-off.  Others are being 
submitted on a regular basis.  Since the post does not have your Branch of Service information in the da-
tabase, please send a note to the adjutant at PO Box 1365, Lolo 59847, letting him know your branch 
(even if it isn’t Army) so we can see that recognition is accomplished for the Army veterans, and others, if 
it becomes available. 
Your editor did cast his hat into the ring as a candidate for Department Commander for next year. 
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Veterans and spouses with a pin and certificate. 
Post 135 is in the process of collecting names to 
get the recognition for our Army Veterans. Please 
contact any of the Post Officers if you have ques-
tions and to make sure your name is included. 
            The Department Adjutant explained the 
importance of Target Dates. National sets these 
dates in order to determine who gets mailed re-
newal notices. The Post Membership Chair, Deb-
orah Hancock, actively tries to get folks to renew 
as soon as possible, so these notices don’t need to 
be sent. The next Target Date is Dec 12. For those 
who haven’t renewed, please connect with Deb-

orah or mail in your 2008 dues. If you have questions 
on what your membership card provides, please con-
tact Deborah and she’ll be glad to discuss all the bene-
fits the card stands for.  
            During lunch, Department Vice-Commander 
Elmer Palmer, presented the Michael Peterson video 
on the American Legion. Half of the proceeds go to 
the Legacy Fund. It’s a fantastic video explaining what 
The American Legion does and a brief overview of its 
programs. Post 135 has copies for folks to borrow. 
Contact Deborah or Roger Hancock. 
            Stevensville Post 94 will be hosting the Dis-
trict 5 Spring meeting on March 29. We hope you can 
take the time to attend. There’s always new informa-
tion being passed and gives you the opportunity to 
speak directly with a Department Officer.  

District meeting (continued) 

Retirement (Continued from page 2) 
family in one general area by taking commands within 
Norfolk and Portsmouth. Deborah continued her re-
serve duties and was able to get her nursing degree at 
Old Dominion University. She made the decision to 
get a direct commission in 1988. She ended her 13 
years of enlisted time and traded it for a new start up 
the ladder as an Ensign. Being married to a Chief 
made the transition easier. Roger was always there to 
give advice and make sure the new Ensign was going 
in the right direction. 

In 1993 the Hancock family moved back to 
Montana settling in Lolo.  Deborah was glad to be 
back drilling in the mountains instead of on the coast. 
In 1998 Deborah has to travel longer distances for drill 
week-ends. She definitely missed just going across 
town. Helena became her monthly destination.  

During her 30 years, Deborah had duty in 
Florida, Illinois, California, Virginia, Montana, Wash-
ington, and Maryland. From 1991-1993, she volun-

teered for active duty as the Reserve Liaison Officer at Na-
val Hospital Portsmouth. They processed 6000 reservists 
per year for their yearly training requirements. She was 
mobilized on active duty twice. The first time to Naval 
Hospital Portsmouth during the first Gulf War and the sec-
ond 4 years ago when the second Iraq war started. This 
time she traveled across the United States to take care of 
the Marines at National Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. 
She’s received the following awards and medals: Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion (3 awards), Navy Good Conduct Medal, Naval Re-
serve Meritorious Service Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal (3 awards), Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with silver hour glass 
device and 2 “M” devices, Navy Expert Pistol Shot Medal, 
Sailor of the Quarter (3rd)   1975 and 1977, Sailor of the 
Quarter (3rd)   1987 and Sailor of the Year 1988 N&MCRC 
Norfolk (came in 2nd @ REDCOM). 
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many citizens do you represent?”  The speaker 
stated that he felt that his views were shared by by 
about two million persons.  The senator explained 
that he wanted to know how many MEMBERS the 
organization had.  The speaker stated that the 
“People were 25 professors o the eastern coast. 

After Marty testified that The 
American Legion felt that dese-
cration of the flag was wrong, 
and that it would take a consti-
tutional Amendment to protect 
it, He was asked the same ques-
tion.  His response was that he 
represented the more than two 
million seven hundred thousand 
veterans that were members of 
The American Legion. 

Even if you cannot attend all—or 
any– of the meetings, your mem-
bership counts.  If you have not 
renewed, do so today. 

the  importance of membership.  Some of our 
members think that they do not contribute be-
cause they do not attend the Post Meetings.  While 
being an active member is desirable, it is impor-
tant that all veterans belong to a Veterans Service 
Organization, even if they do not attend. 

Commander Conatser told of 
the time while he was the Na-
tional Commander’s represen-
tative to the Legislative Com-
mission, and he testified in 
front of the Senate in favor of 
the Flag Protection Amend-
ment.   He followed the repre-
sentative from the organization 
“People for the American Way”, 
a group that feels that dese-
crating the flag is “Free 
Speech”.   

When the gentleman was fin-
ished, a senator ask “How 

Editor 273-0077 

Still Serving America 

Did you know…. 

Did you know... 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

Serving Veterans in the 
Lolo and surrounding 

area. 
Regular Meeting the 

Third Tuesday of each 
month at the Lolo Com-
munity Center at 7:00  

P.M.  


